Trump Statement June 1, 2020

Thank you very much. My fellow Americans, my first and highest duty as president is to defend
our great country and the American people. I swore an oath to uphold the laws of our nation and
that is exactly what I will do. All Americans were rightly sickened and revolted by the brutal
death of George Floyd. My administration is fully committed that for George and his family,
justice will be served. He will not have died in vain, but we cannot allow the righteous cries and

peaceful protestors to be drown out by an angry mob. The biggest victims of the rioting are peace

loving citizens in our poorest communities and as their president, I will fight to keep them safe. I
will fight to protect you. I am your president of law and order and an ally of all peaceful
protesters. But in recent days, our nation has been gripped by professional anarchists, violent

mobs, arsonists, looters, criminals, rioters, Antifa and k)thers\.

Donald Trump: (01:24)

A number of state and local governments have failed to take necessary action to safeguard their
residents. [nnocent people have been savagely beaten like the young man in Dallas, Texas, who
was left dying on the street or the woman in upstate New York, viciously attacked by dangerous
thugs. Small business owners have seen the dreams utterly destroyed. New York’s finest have
been hit in the face with bricks, brave nurses who have battled the virus are afraid to leave their
homes. A police precinct has been overrun here in the nation’s Capitol, the Lincoln Memorial
and the World War II Memorial have been vandalized. One of our most historic churches was set
a blaze. A federal officer in California, an African American enforcement hero was shot and

e CCommented [MEOQO1]: Be sure to define your terms.

)

: /Commented [MEQ?2]: Define: What constitutes “peaceful”

protest? It is unclear how your points connect with the
tradition of nonviolent resistance. Remember how
complicated the line can be between definitions of violent

| and nonviolent protest. This is not at all a simple distinction.

Commented [MEO3]: What a contradictory assertion!

Obviously, “law and order” is no ally to protest, nonviolent

killed,| These are not acts of peaceful protest, these are acts of domestic terror. The destruction of e

innocent life and the spilling of innocent blood is an offense to humanity and a crime against
God.

Donald Trump: (02:42)

America needs creation not destruction, cooperation not contempt, security not anarchy, healing
not hatred, justice not chaos. This is our and we will succeed 100% we will succeed. Our country
always wins. That is why I am taking immediate presidential action to stop the violence and

restore security and safety in America. I am mobilizing all available, federal resources, civilian
and military, to stop the rioting and looting to end the destruction and arson and to protect the
rights of law abiding Americans, including your second amendment rights. Therefore, the

following measures are going into effect immediately. First, we are ending the riots and
lawlessness that has spread throughout our country. We will end it now. Today I have strongly
recommended to every governor to deploy the national guard in sufficient numbers that we
dominate the streets, mayors and governors must establish an overwhelming law enforcement
presence until the violence has been quelled.

Donald Trump: (04:09)

If a city or state refuses to take the actions that are necessary to defend the life and property of
their residents, then I will deploy the United States military and quickly solve the problem for
them. I am also taking swift and decisive action to protect our great Capitol Washington DC.
What happened in this city last night was a total disgrace. As we speak, I am dispatching

thousands and thousands of heavily armed soldiers, military personnel, and law enforcement
offices to stop the rioting, looting, vandalism assaults and the wanton destruction of property.

| or not. Even a cursory glance at history reveals that.

Kn[Commented [MEO4]: Specify

e . . .
Commented [MEOS5]: Provide evidence for these claims.

Cite your sources. Also, this is a remarkably one-sided

account. Strive for a complete and accurate description

_before making your normative claim.

nfCommented [MEQOG6]: Another BIG claim! According to

what definition? What exactly are the criteria for domestic
terrorism? And do all of the forms of violence in the streets

| right now qualify?

fCommented [MEQ7]: OK: if this is the central claim

guiding your moral argument, you need to apply it
consistently. Also, where does the language of “crime
against God” come from? What religious/moral source are

- (you citing here? How do you support this?

fCommented [MEOS]|: The basis and relevance of this

assertion are unclear. Evidence that “our country always
( wins”? And how does this claim apply to civil unrest?

Commented [MEO9]: Relevance? How does this promise
connect to your stated goal of protecting peaceful protesters?

o
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| Commented [MEO10]: Again, you need to make the case

that this use of force will contribute to peace and justice, the
goal stated in paragraph one. Honestly, the statement seems
to embody one set of goals on the paper and another one
lurking off the page somewhere. This makes for a wildly
_inconsistent argument.

fCommented [MEO11]: It is crucial to be accurate. At the

time of this speech, the peaceful protesters you praise in
paragraph one were being attacked with tear gas to clear the
( way for your walk to St. John’s.




We are putting everybody on warning our seven o’clock curfew will be strictly enforced. Those
who threatened innocent life and property will be arrested, detained and prosecuted to the fullest
extent of the law. [ want the organizers of this terror to be on notice that you will face severe

criminal penalties and lengthy sentences in jail.

: /C0mmented [MEO12]: Again, strive for greater precision

Donald Trump: (05:25)
This includes Antifa and others who are leading instigators of this violence. One law and order

and that is what it is. One law, we have one beautiful law land once that is restored and fully

restored, we will help you, we will help your business and we will help your family. America is
founded upon the rule of law. It is the of our prosperity, our freedom and our very way of life,

\authormes.

but where there is no law, there is no opportunity, where there is no justice there is no Liberty,
where there is no safety there is no future. We must never give in to anger or hatred [if malice or

violence rains, then none of us is free| I take these actions today with firm resolve and with a true

and passionate love for our country by far our greatest days lie ahead. Thank you very much and
now [’m going to pay my respects to a very, very special place. Thank you very much.

Considering the importance and volatility of this moment, it is crucial to speak with clarity and
precision. However, this statement is riddled with contradictory language, generalized assertions,
and unsupported claims. Rather than a thoughtful and sustained argument, you offer a series of
fragments that fail to cohere. It reads like an attempt to sound both compassionate and tough, but
there is no substance here. There is nothing to suggest any research, sustained reflection, or
genuine intention. It’s as though you are reading from a script that was thrown together at the last
minute. Given the lack of genuine compassion, sincere moral discernment, or true conviction,
you might as well skip the pretense of actual moral reflection and just pose in front of a church
with values you violate, holding a bible with teachings you transgress. The resulting photo will
perfectly explain why your statement casts wildly about for an ethical foundation: there is a
moral vacuum at the heart of your presidency.
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"‘/Commented [MEO13]: Specify. Who exactly are you )

talking about? Given the threats you are launching, it is

.| crucial to name all who will be subject to the force and
|_prosecution you call for. )
\ ( Commented [MEO14]: ? Clarify: Which law and why is it )
_beautiful? That’s an odd adjective to use about law! )
<

]Commented [MEO1S5]: It is also founded on and through
>claims. /
[ Commented [MEO16]: Clearly, the peaceful protesters you

false dichotomy: peace and anger.
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Commented [MEO17]: Again, you need to square this with

and accuracy. Is “this terror” organized? Aren’t there
multiple actors with competing agendas? Also, given the
emphasis on law and order, it is important to make sure that
your proposal is legal. Check the parameters of your role vis-
a-vis that of other actors such as the judicial branch and local

revolution. Watch these sweeping and inaccurate historical

J/

commend in the first paragraph are angry. So, this is another

/

the use of violence that you call for. This statement is riddled

with contradictory claims about violence.
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