The challenge of religion in the '80s

The more the secular belief in progress thrives on
the crisis it creates, the more strongly do
religious passions surface in public life.
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*+ HISTORY doesn’t depend on dates. Mor does it
parcel itsclf out in demades, each with a nean labsel
for easy identification. Talk about “the “Gos.” “the
‘mos” or “the "Bos” dosmn’t even come close to an
understanding of the actual experience of history,
MNevertheless, people depend on dates — to order
history and o erganize events, And we stop at the
emd of a decade o take siock, e ask: How did we
get hever Where dis we go from here?

Orur evaluation of the events of the past ten years
i# irrevocably inflwenced by which side of the fence
we were on i the “Gos. But no matter which side
people were om, they describe thar decade in wayi
that are remarkably similar. After the oatbreak of
hope, after the awakening of new libe styles in almest
every area of life in the years following 1gfo, afier
the decade of promise and possibility, we met in the

not — thar the challenge of secularization w Chrisi-
anity has dissppeared. Christianity s mow chal.
lemged by a revialistion of religion. Those critics
af the church who had reckoned with & “desth of
religlon™ (Marx, Lenin) miscaloulated. Those who
had hoped for a “religionless Christianicy” (Bon-
hoeffer) were disappointed. Those who prodaimed
that "God is dead™ now learn 1o fear the god of
Ayarollah Khomeini.

T he Search for Religious Experience

There is a strong tendency in the secular world
view 1o demand the sacriboe of all other religious
drives to its own belief in progress. But the maore the
secular belief in progress — be it capitalistic, socialis-
tie or |!'|n|:i1.-i.1.|ir — thrives om the orises v creates for
itself, the more srongly do religeous passions surface
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