S3 Bonus Episode Back to the Desert: Mary of Egypt with Amy Frykholm

“As Christianity moved to an empire-based movement, women lost a
lot of power. So it makes sense that they would have goneinto the
desert, looking for waysto pursuetheir path in Christianity in ways
that allowed them greater freedom.”

by Amy Frykholm
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Welcome to In Search Of, a podcast where we go in search of voices and perspectives that inform and expand a
life of faith. This special bonus episode is alecture from Amy on Desert Women and, in particular, Mary of
Egypt-the patron saint of this podcast. Amy tells us Mary’ s story and gives some context asto what it waslike
being a desert mother amongst the desert fathers. How were women'’s experiences similar to or different from
men? What motifs and archetypes shape our understanding of them? All this and more on this episode of In
Search Of. A transcript of this episode can be found here.

For further searching, check out these links:

e Get Amy’s book Wild Woman here.
¢ Listen to season one of In Search Of for more of Amy’s desert search.

And check out this related content from the Christian Century:

“Julian the theologian,” by Amy Frykholm (May 2023)

“Know Y our Mothers project returns,” by Emily McFarlan Miller (May 2022)

“After my son died, | went looking for God in the desert,” by Belden C. Lane (March 2022)
“Has the desert of quarantine already taught us all it can?’ by L. Roger Owens (May 2020)
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