
Christ Pantocrator, Alpha and Omega, surrounded by angels, the elect, and Mary,
Mother of God, Dome of Paradise, by Giusto de’ Menabuoi (1320–1391)

Art selection and commentary by Heidi J. Hornik and Mikeal C. Parsons

This artwork appears in the November 11, 2015 issue.

Christ Pantocrator means “all-powerful or Almighty Christ.” The Pantocrator image,
which typically depicts Christ seated in enthroned glory, was (and is) especially
popular in the Byzantine icon tradition. The Florentine artist Giusto de’ Menabuoi
painted this Pantocrator in the Baptistery of the Duomo in Padua around 1375.
Christ is depicted seated in power and judgment. Inscribed on the book in his left
hand are the words Ego sum alpha et omega—“I am the Alpha and the Omega”
(Rev. 1:8). In the book of Revelation it is God who speaks these words; here Christ
has been elevated to an equal status with God.
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