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Hanna Varghese is a Malaysian artist who often works in batik, as she does with this
image of the ascension. Varghese was born to Christian parents, and she remembers
her mother taking her to a different worship service every week: “My parents
encouraged me to attend different churches so that my siblings and I would
appreciate the liturgy and traditions of the Christian believers of different
denominations. Christians are a minority in Malaysia so we continue to struggle for
our identity in a Muslim society.” The ascension reminds Christians everywhere of
the coming of God’s Spirit and that the reign of God is a universal one not bounded
by nation states.
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