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Betty LaDuke of Ashland, Oregon, has spent decades traveling through the developing world. She has recently
been painting people who have benefited from Heifer International, which donates animals to help families in
poor countries become self-sufficient. Coptic Altar derives from her eight trips to Eritrea, a small country in the
Horn of Africa. The painting is an aesthetic fusion of cultures, melding a Western genre with a contemporary
African visual style. In the center panel Jesus, the Good Shepherd, stands at the threshold with a sheep,
surrounded by admirers in various postures of prayer and reverence. In the left panel are more admirers of
Christ, surrounded by angels and crosses. The right panel portrays a church leader accompanied by some of the
faithful, who are sheltered by the Madonna and child, a crescent moon, saints and crosses.
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