Take & Read: Global Christianity

selected by Philip Jenkins in the October 10, 2017 issue

In Review
image of book cover

Holy Rus

The Rebirth of Orthodoxy in the New Russia

by John P. Burgess
Y ale University Press
image of book cover

Insidethe Whirlwind

The Book of Job through African Eyes
by Jason A. Carter

Pickwick Publications
image of book cover

Moving by the Spirit

Pentecostal Social Life on the Zambian Copperbelt
by Naomi Haynes

University of California Press
image of book cover

If | Give My Soul

Faith Behind Barsin Rio De Janeiro
by Andrew Johnson

Oxford University Press
picture of lan Johnson's book on religion in China

The Souls of China


https://www.christiancentury.org/contributor/philip-jenkins
https://www.christiancentury.org/issue/oct-11-2017

The Return of Religion after Mao

By lan Johnson
Pantheon Books

Holy Rus': The Rebirth of Orthodoxy in the New Russia, by John P. Burgess. The fall of Soviet communism
created a new environment for Russia’ s Orthodox Christians. Since the late 1980s, the Orthodox Church has
regained much of its historic power and status, with a widespread rebuilding of churches and monasteries and
ambitious schemes for mass popular evangelism. This intoxicating “rebirth” forms the subject of this book,
which is based on John Burgess's lengthy experience living and worshiping in Russia. The book offers powerful
portraits of holy places and of the many clergy and laity with whom Burgess interacted. He describes a pervasive
spiritua reawakening, in which otherworldly concerns are always manifested in the pursuit of everyday
education and pastoral care. The Russian government’s close alliance with Orthodox ideology gives added
political relevance to the book’ s lessons.

Inside the Whirlwind: The Book of Job through African Eyes, by Jason A. Carter. Thisrich, ambitious work
gives an account of the Christian life of the Fang people of Equatorial Guinea. In aregion where witchcraft
belief is still prevalent, the issues confronted by Christians emerge especially in sermons, and Jason A. Carter
has much to tell about Fang preaching styles and strategies. He uses those sermons to illustrate how believers
read and understand the Bible, with a specia focus on Job and its theodicy. Fang Christians read Job
thoughtfully and critically, but they also understand it through their traditional cosmology. This reading has led
to the devil’ s becoming what Carter terms “adisturbingly central and indispensable element” in African
Pentecostal belief—the process of “diabolization.”

Moving by the Spirit: Pentecostal Social Life on the Zambian Copperbelt, by Naomi Haynes. The explosive
growth of Pentecostal forms of Christianity around the world iswell known, but statistics tell only part of the
story. Works that focus on the details of life in small communities allow the reader to put faces on larger
trends—to transform statistics into living, breathing people. Moving by the Spirit is an excellent example of such
ethnographic work. Focusing on the hard-scrabble areas of Zambia s Copperbelt region, Naomi Haynes shows
how effectively Pentecostal faith meets people’ s needs in what would otherwise be an impossible situation. Faith
also helps the Copperbelt saintsin the “moving” that is such a constant theme of their aspirations: moving to
more thriving areas, moving toward prosperity, and generally moving up in life. The book is admirably honest
about the gender dynamics in the congregation.

If I Give My Soul: Faith Behind Barsin Rio De Janeiro, by Andrew Johnson. Brazilian prisons are
notoriously brutal. As Andrew Johnson shows, Pentecostal faith provides a strategy for survival and foundation
for spiritual resistance among those who can otherwise be discarded or killed without the authorities taking
notice. In the prison context, Pentecostalism is “the faith of the killable people.” Johnson analyzes the structures
and organization of Pentecostal faith both in the slum areas (favelas) and in the prisons that are their inevitable
annex. He offers a powerful account of the emergence of grassroots leadership, which emulates the city’s
lethally powerful criminal gangs, and of how churches give inmates a rare chance to exit the gangs and pursue a
new Christian commitment.

The Souls of China: The Return of Religion after Mao, by Ian Johnson. Under the communist regime of Mao
Zedong (1949-1976), religiouslife in China suffered terribly. Believers were savagely persecuted, clergy
imprisoned or murdered, and places of worship destroyed. Christians suffered the added hazard of being
regarded as followers of aforeign, imperialist-sponsored faith. Despite those horrors, religions have staged a
stunning comeback. Temples and churches have been restored across the landscape. China now has one of the
world’ s largest populations of Christians, and the number grows steadily. Drawing on hiswide travels and
interactions, lan Johnson provides a highly knowledgeable survey of China s effervescent religious life today.



Particularly fascinating are the complex and ever-changing attitudes of government and party in China, which
shape the legal environment for faith groups.



