NJ mosque wins $3.25 million settlement in discrimination case

by Lauren Markoe in the July 5, 2017 issue

A New Jersey mosque will receive $3.25 million in damages and attorneys fees from a township that repeatedly
denied it the right to build a permanent house of worship.

The settlement, announced by the Justice Department on May 30, was reached after the Islamic Society of
Basking Ridge sued Bernards Township, about an hour’s drive west of New Y ork City. The township, which
held 39 hearings on the planned mosque, refused to issue building permits.

“Our Constitution guarantees every religious congregation equal treatment under the law,” said Hannah Smith,
senior counsel at Becket, alaw firm that filed an amicus brief in support of the Islamic Society. “Every religion
isaminority in some part of the country. If one religious group can be denied equal treatment because of
hostility to their faith, then all religious groups are at risk.”

The Islamic Society planned to build a mosque on four acres it had purchased in 2012. Its cofounder and
president, Mohammad Ali Chaudry, created an antibigotry pledge taken by many state officials and othersin
response to the harassment of mosque members as they tried to win approval for a new house of worship.

The mosque and the Department of Justice, both of which sued the township, argued that the mosque had met
every local zoning requirement and that the town had made up new ones that applied to no other religious
community.

On December 21, 2016, afederal judge ruled that the township had illegally discriminated against the mosque.

In addition to the $3.25 million payment, the township agreed to amend its zoning regquirement so asto treat all
religious groups equally. —Religion News Service

A version of this article, which was edited on June 16, appears in the July 5 print edition under thetitle
“ Mosgue wins $3.25 million in legal settlement from New Jer sey township.”
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