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I have always been intrigued by Lydia. Acts describes her as a worshiper of God, one whose heart has been
opened, a dealer in purple cloth, and a woman willing to offer her home for others to stay. She is often associated
with images of hospitality in the church.

My parents owned and ran a manufacturing business called "Ottco." My mother served as vice president,
secretary, and treasurer. She was the person who took care of the books and managed the details of the finances
and operations while my father dealt with the day-to-day operations in "the shop." It was clear to all who entered
the office that she knew what was going on in the business and who was in charge.

A few thoughts about Lydia's story:

She is likely a wealthy and well-known person in the city of Thyatira. As a businesswoman she likely has
not only education and skill but also strength and determination. Acts says that the members of her
household are baptized along with her. She probably is an influential person in her family.

In those days, purple cloth was valuable and expensive. Its value was equated with that of silver. It was
usually a sign of nobility or royalty.

Lydia persuades Paul and the team of missionaries to come to her home. She is mentioned again in Acts
16:40: "After Paul and Silas came out of the prison, they went to Lydia's house, where they met with the
brothers and sisters and encouraged them. Then they left."

 

What do you see as the current challenges for women in leadership, whether in business or ministry? What
capacities do you see in yourself or in others that contribute toward what people experience as competency,
excellence, and the use of gifts? How have mentors contributed toward providing you or others with perspectives
on what it takes to provide leadership as a woman?

Lydia provides a glimpse of the Christian view of gifts and leadership--of a countercultural movement within the
first century. Throughout the New Testament we see brief examples of women providing very important
leadership. Their stories are never extensive, but their impact on the life of the church is long reaching. 
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