Standing with Kelly Gissendaner

by Carol Howard Merritt

September 21, 2015

This is a message from Mercy Junction. | called. Would you? You could save a
precious life...

Mercy Junction Justice and Peace Center is asking that YOU call the Georgia
Parole and Pardons Board TODAY and ask that they STOP the state-sanctioned
murder of Kelly Gissendaner.

PLEASE CALL: Georgia Parole and Pardons, (404) 656-4661 OR EMAIL:
Clemency Info@pap.state.ga.us

WHAT TO SAY: | am calling regarding the impending execution of Kelly
Gissendaner by the state of Georgia. The Parole and Pardons Board has the
power to stop the execution from being carried out. Kelly's children are begging
for their mother's life. Kelly is the example of remorse and rehabilitation. If there
has ever been a case for clemency, a case in which the wisdom of the Board
should stop the actions of the state, Kelly's is that case.

STATEMENT FROM MERCY JUNCTION:

Mercy Junction Justice and Peace Center appeals to the Georgia Parole and
Pardons Board to grant a clemency hearing and commute Kelly Gisendaner's
death sentence. Mercy Junction strongly opposes the state-sanctioned killing of
Kelly for multiple reasons, and especially because of our faith in another who
was executed by the state, Jesus Christ.

1. Mercy Junction believes in the possibility of redemption's power for all, even
those who have committed the most heinous of crimes. This is centrally
important to any understanding of following Jesus Christ (2 Peter 3:9, John
10:10). In Kelly we see the possibility of an incredible example of redemption
(Romans 6:4). From limited freedom, Kelly has already changed the lives of
others because she has experienced the positive change that the parole and
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pardon board wants to see as part of its own vision statement.

2. Mercy Junction believes that taking responsibility for one's own action is
essential to the idea of redemption and the possibility for the beginning of
wholeness of our society. Kelly, through her own words and the reconciling
witness of her children, has taken responsibility for her actions (I John 1:9).

3. Mercy Junction believes that in following one who was tortured and killed on
the cross by the state we have a responsibility to oppose this type of tragedy
being repeated by a state that represents us as citizens.

4. Mercy Junction believes that the board of Pardons and Parole has the ethical
and moral duty to commute Kelly's sentence to the same sentence that was
given to the actual perpetrator of the crime.

5. Even though we do not support the death penalty, Mercy Junction believes
that the current process of carrying out the death penalty is cruel to any who
have to go through its legal machinations. Kelly has already gone through two
stays of execution, and one was because of serious questions about the poisons
being used to kill her. The decades spent on death row in isolation can only be
considered cruel by any moral standard of incarceration.

6. Mercy Junction believes that even in the most unbending bureaucracy there
needs to be the ability for wisdom to override processes. The parole and pardons
board is the only party, according to the constitution of the State of Georgia, that
can exercise wisdom and stop Kelly's execution. It is the members of this board
who hold the responsibility for life and death in the stroke of a pen. The decision
of death is an awesome responsibility. We believe that the only way that you can
carry out a wise decision with a clear conscience in Kelly's case is to grant a
clemency hearing, and then stop the killing of someone whose continued breath
is valued in the divine's judgment.

To Read More of Kelly's story, and about Mercy Junction's relationship to the
Struggle Sisters, a group of formerly incarcerated women fighting for Kelly's life,
visit this link. This blog was written in February at the time of the last death
warrant issued for Kelly:https://followlovebe.wordpress.com/.../former-inmates-

say-fi.../
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