Opening day of parable season
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Like my friend and colleague Evan, | love summer parable season. It helpsfill the void between the end of
Wimbledon and the start of fantasy football season. Y ou know that time when, unlessit isaWorld Cup year, al
we have to talk about how awful baseball is and how the season will never, ever end? As| opened the

L ectionary Page this week, my heart skipped a beat to see that this Sunday we move from the doldrums of Jesus
expository preaching to the fertile fields of parabolic preaching.

Before we can dive into thisweek’ s parable, however, | think it iswise to spend afew moments in a section of
Matthew that the Lectionary skips. In Matthew 13:10-17, we hear, from the lips of Jesus himself, why he
chooses to use these little gems, these auditory hand grenades dropped by Jesusin our brains just waiting to
explode with meaning. He does so because, well, his disciples don’t get it. Why do you talk in parables? they
ask Jesus. Because, he says, with an obvious tiein to last week’s Gospel lesson, | want the people to listen, to
see, and to think.

Jesus doesn’'t just hand us a set of blueprints on how to build the Kingdom of Heaven. Instead, he invites usto
use our God-given ability to think and come up with ways in which we can be co-creators of the Kingdom with
God. Every Christian isatheologian. Too often, this particular role has been delegated to clergy, who havein
turn alowed the academy to do all the heavy lifting. Thisisto the great detriment of the Church.

Instead, every member of the Body of Christ should be encouraged to work out, in community, their
understanding of God and how God works in the world. Together, we grow in faith and develop deeper
relationships with God and with each other as aresult of the sometimes difficult work of imagining things that
are beyond our comprehension. Jesus modeled thiswork for usin his use of parables to teach.

Enjoy parable season! | know | will.
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