British prime minister unveils 5-year plan against extremism
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CANTERBURY, England (RNS) British Prime Minister David Cameron called the fight against Islamic
extremists “the struggle of our generation” and warned that some young Muslims are drawn to fundamentalists
in the same way young Germans were attracted to Hitler and Nazism in the 1930s.

Speaking on Monday in Birmingham, Cameron said efforts must be made to reduce social isolation and
alienation.

“Thereisadanger in some of our communities that you can go your whole life and have little to do with people
of other faiths,” he said.

In a hard-hitting speech to launch afive-year plan to integrate the country’s 2.8 million Muslims into British
society, Cameron said there had been a failure to accommodate people of different faiths in several parts of
Britain.

“For al our successes as a multiracial, multifaith democracy, we have to confront atragic truth that there are
people born and raised in this country who don’t really identify with Britain,” he said. “ So when groups like [the
Islamic State] seek to rally our young people to their poisonous cause, it can offer them a sense of belonging that
they can lack here at home, leaving them more susceptible to radicalization and even violence against other
British people to whom they feel no real allegiance.”

More than 28 percent of the residents of Birmingham are Muslims.

Among the initiatives unveiled: working to ensure people learn English, encouraging more Muslim women to
enter the workforce, and passing anew law that will give Muslim parents the power to cancel their children’s
passportsif they fear their offspring are planning to join militant groupsin Irag or Syria.

Local members of Parliament have warned Cameron of huge problems ahead with as many as 2,000 young
Muslims estimated to have traveled to Irag and Syriato fight alongside the Islamic State.

Speaking directly to British young people, Cameron said, “Y ou are cannon fodder for them.”


https://www.christiancentury.org/contributor/trevor-grundy

