Pearly everlasting
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Are you really? Underneath the snows
of winter, do you blossom on and on?
Do the pocket gophers crave you,
tunneling beneath that blanket,

pray to enter your secret chambers,
rest inside your open gates?

| see your flowering, fruiting

clusters, hanging on into October,
leaning into the open path,

making way, ushering whatever is holy
into the presence of things that stay.
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