AveMaria

by Penelope Duckworth in the December 12, 2006 issue

Why does the angel always hold out alily?

Isit because sheisalily of alady;

Aslithe and surprising, as pearlescent?

Or because the starring petals trumpet good news?

Or was she essentially being asked
to consider thelilies;

pulling sidereal considerations
down to the lilies of the field?

And these lilies with magenta freckles,
spring-green ribbed where the petals fold,
looking like blood and passion with

their fragrance of spice and memory.

Isn’t looking into their center to glimpse glory;
to spiral to heaven, dew-eyed, dusted

and trailing copper pollen?

Is there any other word but yes?
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