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When the United Farm Workers announced their “Take Our Jobs” campaign this
summer, I put it in my “maybe blog about this” folder and never came back to it. It’s
a clever idea—legal residents are invited to replace migrant farm workers in the
field—but the news media didn’t write a whole lot about it then, either.

They are today. That’s because today Stephen Colbert testified—in
character—before the immigration subcommittee of the House Judiciary Committee.
After the late-night host accepted the UFW’s invitation to spend a day as a farm
worker, subcommittee chair Rep. Zoe Lofgren (D-CA) invited him to testify. While
taking questions after his prepared statement, Colbert eventually got serious. (He
even quoted Matthew 25, progressive Christian that he is.) But the statement itself
was full of shtick—"Apparently, even the invisible hand [of the market] doesn't want
to pick beans"—much of which bombed in the bizarre context of the hearing room.

Not that he minded. Colbert’s genius isn’t in finding comedy gold in outrageous
places, though he’s done that. It’s in his deep awareness of how completely the
distinction between news and entertainment has dissolved. Some people wring their
hands over this; Colbert exploits it to bring attention to an issue he cares about.
Good for him.

Here's the video:

https://www.christiancentury.org/contributor/steve-thorngate
http://takeourjobs.org/
http://www.google.com/search?hl=en&q=%22take+our+jobs%22+%22united+farm+workers%22+-colbert&sa=N&tbs=nws:1,ar:1#sclient=psy&hl=en&tbs=nws%3A1%2Ccdr%3A1%2Ccd_min%3A6%2F1%2F2010%2Ccd_max%3A8%2F31%2F2010&q=%22take+our+jobs%22+%22united+farm+workers%22&aq=f&aqi=&aql=&oq=&gs_rfai=&pbx=1&fp=a3be763e445f60e6
http://news.google.com/news/search?pz=1&cf=all&ned=us&hl=en&q=%22take+our+jobs%22+%22united+farm+workers%22&cf=all&as_qdr=d&as_drrb=q
http://bible.oremus.org/?passage=matthew+25:40&vnum=yes&version=nrsv
http://flavorwire.com/120622/the-10-best-quotes-from-stephen-colberts-congressional-testimony
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qa-4E8ZDj9s

